
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

21
st

 Century Communications 
Over recent years there has been a dramatic increase in 
the use of electronic communication. These days, at 
school, we rarely receive general mail through Australia 
Post ï communication from DEECD will be either 
through emails or via a website. In line with these 
practices Heathmont College is gradually taking up this 
21

st
 century communications method. For our students it 

really is nothing out of the ordinary ï many have been 
using online communication for a number of years, 
either by mobile phone or computer. For most parents it 
is following practices they have seen develop in their 
work places over recent times. The following is a 
summary of current use of online communications used 
at Heathmont College. 
 

For Our Parents 
College Newsletter   
This year the College newsletter went online and 
became deliverable via email. Parents have the 
newsletter delivered to an email address. The newsletter 
has also been published on the College website for a 
number of years. You can access this by simply going to 
the College Website and click on the newsletter section.  
 

Parent Teacher Online (PTO) 
PTO is the new Parent/Teacher Interview booking 
system introduced this term. Information has been 
posted home regarding this service with a specific PIN 
number for each family. Parents follow the óPTOô link on 
the College website to take them to the booking system. 
Using the specific PIN you can enter the site to make 
your Parent/Teacher bookings. No longer does your 
son/daughter have to carry an interview sheet to class 
for the week making appointments with their teachers 
nor do you have to follow up each night to see if 
appointments have been made ï you can now simply do 
it online. Each Teacher at the College receives a printed 
copy of the interview times for the night as well. At the 
Parent/Teacher Interviews we will be seeking feedback 
regarding the new system, please take the time to fill in 
the small response sheet for us. As noted in the letter 
sent home, if you do not have access to the internet at 
home please call the College, the General Office staff 
will be able to assist you with bookings. 
 

SMS Attendance Messaging 
The SMS Attendance package has been in use for over 
a year. This system will alert parents to student 
absences towards the end of the school day. This 
system has allowed more accurate tracking of 
attendance for our students as well as notification for our 
parents. Further to the SMS notification of absence 
parents need to send a formal notice acknowledging the 
absence to the College. 
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20 August 2009 

No. 12 

Dorothy Henwood 
College Principal 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 
 

Parents are requested to ring the College Absence 
Line before 9:00am if their student is to be LATE or 
AWAY due to illness or for any other reason.  Thank 

you for your ongoing cooperation in this matter. 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  

The uniform shop is open é 

Tuesday 2.30 ï 5.00 Thursday 12.00 ï 2.00 

H E A T H M O N T  C O L L E G E  

In the next two newsletters the use of 21
st
 century 

communication used at the College by students and 
staff will be included. 
 

H E A T H M O N T  C O L L E G E  

       H E A T H M O N T  C O L L E G E  

 A    Waters Grove, Heathmont   3135       
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 MATHS CHALLENGE 
 

Last Thursday, August 6, students from our local primary schools 
participated in our annual Maths Challenge. Teams were tested on their  

buzzer skills in Jeopardy, worked together on problem solving and cooperative tasks and took up the challenge 
individually with one-on-one tasks. The Grade 5 and 6 students were outstanding representatives for their schools and 
enjoyed testing their skills. 
 
Students of 7A assisted the Maths teachers and supported a team of primary students, encouraging them to try their 
best. They helped with the smooth running of the day and were excellent ambassadors for Heathmont College. 
 

This year everyone involved 
in the day also enjoyed a 
beautifully presented and 
tasty morning tea prepared 
by the Year 11 Foods 
Technology students, with 
the support of their teacher, 
Ms Natasha Haggar. 

 
Congratulations to Boronia 
Heights for again achieving 
first place. The Basin came 
in second and Tinternvale 
were third. Well done to all 
of the teams for participating 
in a fun and challenging day. 
 
Thank you very much to Ms 
Corr, Ms Christodolou, Ms 
Yun, Mr DôSilva, Mrs 
Sorenson, Mr Boreham and 
Mrs Barton for their planning 
and organising of the day. 

 
Alison Richards 

Transition Coordinator 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

To ski or not to ski é  
What student would get up at 3.30am for school?!!  Year 11s on the 

Mt Buller Ski Day would proudly confess to this criminal waking hour.   
Having anticipated extreme weather conditions, students wore more layers 

than Shrek on what revealed itself to be a magical day. 
 
Students cruised up chairlifts, skied, ploughed and carved the slopes, rode T-bars, and occasionally kissed the snow.  
Thereôs nowhere better to land than on soft, white powder under a warm, drying sun, and a few students couldnôt 
refuse the temptation to test this outédoing so in style.  Rodney Op was dubbed the ómost gracious landingô award 
while Stephanie Christiani and Tahlia Hosken moved on to slopes that were as steep as their learning curves!  Staff 
were very impressed to see the majority of students stay out on the snow all day; mastering their skills, and making the 
most of their opportunity. 
 
Following a VERY long day, and an 8 point reverse into the Heathmont car park, all students arrived home safe and 
sound at 9pm, carrying with them: smiles and achievement. 
 
Congratulations to all year 11s on their behaviour and determination, and thank you to all staff involved in waking 
students up on the bus.  Special mentions to Mrs Birchall for thorough organization, and Mr Adam Mack (student 
teacher) who offered expertise in skiing techniques to students throughout the day. We hope that these small 
opportunities are the beginning of great adventures.  

 
Leisl Woods 

PE Teacher 

     

     

      

Maroondah Youth Services ï Teenage Holiday Program Spring 2009 
Monday Wednesday & Friday of each school holiday week.   

Activities include Canoeing, the show, circus skills, Phillip Island day trip and more. 
For more information please contact 9294 5705. 



 

 

 
 

 
Cuckoo Restaurant Recount 

 
On Wednesday 5 August, the Year 9, 10 

and 11 German classes went to the Cuckoo  
Restaurant, which is a German themed restaurant in the Dandenong 

Ranges, about a 40 minute bus ride from here. 
 

It has a Smorgasbord, with a very big range of desserts.  It included entertainment, with a two-man band (one on an 
accordion and a keyboard, and the other on a drum kit) playing some well-known songs such as the Nutbush, 
Macarena, the Chicken Dance, the Hokey-Pokey and some AFL themed songs. Some were dancing, though not many, 
I was one of them, and it was so much fun!!! 
 

After most people had finished dessert, one of the óbandô members, (the drum player) started doing some more 
interactive things, including the crowd.  At one stage, he got eight bells out, and gave them to random people in the 
quite large crowd.  They played a song (by played I meant, the drum player pointed to each of the different sized bells 
and the person holding it would ring it) and it sounded pretty good.  A famous thing that the restaurant does is to get 
people up and yodel. They got two students and a teacher from our school, and the same from the other.  So up got 
Sam Ryan, Jordan Leaper both from year 9 and Mrs. Tonkin.  It was hilarious!!  
 

Then, the last thing they did with us, after the other school left, was to play limbo, 
it started out quite low, maybe just over a metre.  The two winners got a biscuit 
saying, óI love the Cuckooô.  
 

All up we were there for about 2 1/2 hours.  It was a really good day, and I highly 
recommend going there. 

 

 

Rachael Lockie 9C & Dale Ingleton 9F 
LOTE Coordinator 

     

     

      
On Friday 14

th
 August Year 10 Humanities G visited the 

Ringwood RSL. They met war veterans and were able to look at  
some of the array of memorabilia at the RSL. Part of the trip was to 

choose one of the names on the World War 1 honour roll to research.  
Thanks goes to Stan Exon the secretary of the Ringwood RSL for helping to 

organize the excursion and supplying the buses.  A special thanks also to 
Colin and David who gave up their time to show the students around and 
answer questions. 

Anni Adams 
Humanities Teacher 

     

     

      



 

Inter-Girlsô Soccer Zone Finals 
A lively crew of 12 Year 9 and 10 girls represented Heathmont 

College in the Zone-finals for soccer at the prestigious Darebin  
International Sports Centre, on Tuesday 11

th 
August.  The team had 

enthusiastically committed to extra training to improve their skills, and with the help of two fantastic coaches,  
Warren Kamara and Sean Perrin, they demonstrated their development when up against some challenging schools. 
 
The scores from the day paid no justice to the effort, talent and teamwork that eventuated from the Heathmont team.  
With a draw and a loss, the girls used the last game of the day to show 6 opportunities at goal, with excellent footwork 
by Zoe Alston and Stacey McLean.  Stephanie Kershaw took two ripper strikes at goal, while the defence-line 
composed of Sarah Lawley, Rhiannon Fischer, and Samantha Marqueda-Uren made some fine clearances, relieving 
the team of stress a number of times. 
 
Results aside, the girls left as an accomplished team, ready to step up the challenge next year!  Once their hamstrings 
recover, that is. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State Cross Country 
Our 15 year old boys team competed at the State Cross Country Championships at Bundoora Park On Friday 24 July. 
It was a very fast field and all of the boys ran very well. Only 8 teams across all of Victoria make it to this level. The 
team finished 5 in the state which is a great effort. The best finisher for us was Cameron Cripps who finished 30

th
.  

Jack Wadley, Brad Kollner and Rhys Colthup all came in together in the middle 50ôs and Nick Summer finished 61
st
. 

There were 95 runners in the race. There was only 3 minutes separating first and last and all of our boys finished within 
2 minutes of first place which over 3km is very good. 
 

Apology 
In an earlier newsletter I reported on the Eastern Zone Cross country result. I missed mentioning Zoe Alston. She ran 
in the 15 year old girls event and finished 23

rd
. This was a great result for Zoe. 

 

Interschool sport-intermediate 
Our year 9 & 10 students competed in the round robin competition against the other schools from the Maroondah 
Group. The boys and girls squash teams practised after school. We entered 2 boys and 1 girls team.  Squash is not 
the chosen sport to play outside of school for any of the students who played from Heathmont. They competed very 
well and our A boys team were runners-up.  I suggest any students who are interested in pursuing squash as a sport 
contact the Bayswater squash centre or the Mountain District Squash club who play at Genesis in Wantirna. Both 
these centres run training and coaching for all levels of players. 
 
Hockey was a very popular choice for competition. We fielded two boys and one girls team. They all got better and 
better as the games went on. Mr Drew and I were very proud of all the students with their enthusiasm and excellent 
sportsmanship. Any students interested in pursuing can should contact the Knox Hockey club 
www.knoxhockeyclub.com.au/  
 
The boys basketball had four teams entered. This made it a very busy day and the boys performed well. 
 
Thanks to the coaches who helped the students be able to compete. Also thanks to the students who assisted with 
umpiring; Elizabeth Grubb, Nathan Tait, Nic Spicer and Josh Pye. 

Leisl Woods 
PE Teacher 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Jeanette Barton 
Sports Coordinator 

  

  

  

  

  

http://www.knoxhockeyclub.com.au/

