
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

21
st

 Century Communications ï Part 2 
Continuing with the theme of 21

st
 Century 

communication, the changes for staff over recent years 
have been rapid and at times complex. As part of 
modern work practices staff are expected to regularly 
use and check the variety of electronic forms of 
communication used at the College. A sample of this 
communication is as follows: 
 

Email 
Email has developed as the main communication form; 
being quick and easily distributed it has proven to be a 
very convenient method to use. During a busy day staff 
can check and respond to emails during times that fit 
into their work schedule. The practice of óarchivingô  
emails for future reference has more than often proved 
to be convenient when compared with a desk cluttered 
with notes and messages on paper that need to be 
regularly filed into drawers, boxes or filing cabinets. 
 

College Intranet ï Staff Intranet  
The College intranet is gathering greater importance as 
an environment to place and collect information. With 
the increased use of email, we are finding we are 
reaching email limits very quickly and if not archived or 
deleted regularly much information is lost or óbouncedô 
back to the sender. To overcome this we are gradually 
increasing the practice of using the staff intranet page to 
place general announcements and information rather 
than overloading the email system. The weekly and 
yearly College calendar, the daily College organisation 
information sheet, the daily bulletin, shared curriculum 
documents are currently stored on the staff intranet 
page. Our intention is to continue developing this section 
as the main repository of information across the school 
for all staff at the College. 
 

Staff Web Pages  
Some staff have developed their own subject based web 
pages for students in their classes to access. On these 
pages staff have placed class work sheets, class notes 
and homework for students to access. Often they place 
appropriate resources for their students such as web 
site addresses suggested for their students to visit and 
use. Some staff have extended and developed óblogô 
sections whereby the class and the staff member are 
able to communicate regularly online throughout the 
week. When using communication methods like this no 
longer does a student have to ówaitô until the next lesson 
to clarify any information they might not understand. 
This method of communication is particularly handy for 
our senior students and their VCE and VCAL studies. 
 

Parent Opinion Surveys 
A number of our families have been sent the Parent 
Opinion Survey for 2009. We would greatly appreciate if 
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3 September 2009 

No. 13 

Dorothy Henwood 
College Principal 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 
 

Parents are requested to ring the College Absence 
Line before 9:00am if their student is to be LATE or 
AWAY due to illness or for any other reason.  Thank 

you for your ongoing cooperation in this matter. 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  

The uniform shop is open é 

Tuesday 2.30 ï 5.00 Thursday 12.00 ï 2.00 

H E A T H M O N T  C O L L E G E  

the survey could be completed, sealed in the envelope 
provided and returned to the College as soon as 
possible. The survey has a limited time in which it can 
be completed and returned to the College. The 
Department confidentially compiles the information for 
the college and returns a summary for us to work from. 
The information returned to us assists us in developing 
the College over the next 12 months 
In 2010 we will be developing our new Strategic Plan to 
be implemented at the College over the next four years, 
our parents input via the Parent Opinion Survey is a 
very important aspect in the Strategic Planôs 
development. 
 

H E A T H M O N T  C O L L E G E  

       H E A T H M O N T  C O L L E G E  

 A    Waters Grove, Heathmont   3135       
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 Did you know that the recent whole school fundraiser for cancer 

ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ŜŀǊ т9 ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ¢ŀǘŜΚ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ  
the difference one student can make! And when so many join in a 

community venture, our power is truly amazing! If you have any interesting 
idea, speak with you class captain or a member of the SRC. 

Interview with Taylor Tate 
Taylor, how did you start the anti-cancer initiative?  
άL ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƛŘŜŀΦ {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {w/ ό{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭύ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƭƛƪŜ 
to get involved. So I went to see Ms Mullhull and suggested that we have a free dress day to raise money for 
ōǊŜŀǎǘ ŎŀƴŎŜǊέΦ 

Why did you come up with the idea? 
άL ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΦέ 

Do you think the school will have another day fundraising for cancer? 
ά¸ŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ 
ǘƻƻΦά 

How did you feel when you realised your idea became a  whole school 
event? 
άL ŦŜƭǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΦέ 

Do you think other students will be able to suggest other fundraising 
events? 
ά¸ŜǎΗέ Ilze Svarcs 

Head of Junior School 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Over the past month, the music department has been very busy. 
We have been involved in a school visit from Korumburra Secondary  

College, the Police Show Band, students have performed for parents in 
the annual Soiree night, and VCE students were involved in a lunchtime concert to raise money for the 40 hour 
famine. It has been exciting to see an increased involvement in the music program from students, and to also  

see students working hard to perform well on each of 
these occasions. Parents should be very proud of every 
students, as they have represented the school and 
themselves extremely well. 
 
Coming up to the end of year, it is important for 
everyone to keep the 25th of November free for the 
Spring Evening Concert. Last year we had a great night 
eating and listening to music outdoors. Hopefully this 
year the weather will hold up, and we will be able to 
enjoy the whole night outdoors. 

Gavin Ferrier 
Music Coordinator 

     

     

      



 

 

 
 

 
Over three days, some year 10 students elected to take part 
in the METEC driving course, and the TEENS program. All 
students had the opportunity to drive as part of the METEC 
course, learning many invaluable skills.  The students also 
watched a demonstration by the MFB at the TEENS course. 
The TEENS day was particularly impacting, as students were 
surprised by the authentic nature of the demonstration of a 
road accident. Two of our students, Samantha Maqueda-
Uren and Aaron Bennett, had the opportunity of being close 
to the action, and assist Fireman rescue other injured 
people. This dramatisation was so real-life, that it left a 
permanent impression on both students involved. 

 Gavin Ferrier 
Year 10 Coordinator 

     

     

      

Over the last month, seven Year 10 Students at Heathmont 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦Ǉ ǘƻ aŜΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ 
Leaps and Bounds. This program focuses on developing goals and 
leadership skills through memorable experiences. The students 
were involved in three sessions.  

The first session involved concentrated goal setting and avoidance of obstacles as well as undertaking team 
challenges on the low ropes course.  The second session saw students (and teachers) tackling the high ropes course 
ten metres above the ground and developing team skills and rapport through games and challenges.  The seven 
students then completed a third session where they lead a group of Year 7 Students through a series of the games 
and challenges back at school.  At the completion of the experience all students involved showed maturity and 
leadership.  
Well done and thank you to everyone involved. Tanya Hargreaves 

Year 10 Coordinator 

     

     

      



 

Presentation of Maths Challenge Trophy 
On Friday August 28 four 7A students visited Boronia Heights 

Primary School to present the 2009 Maths Challenge trophy at the  
school assembly. Alexandra Healey, Long Suy, Jake Luff and 
Jayden Alston addressed the students, teachers and parents 
confidently and congratulated the winning team on their 
success for the second year in a row. 
 

Jake and Jayden, as former Boronia Heights students, 
enjoyed meeting their teachers and showing us their Grade 
6 classrooms. They even had time for a quick turn on the 
monkey bars and slides before we had to return to school. 
Thank you to these Year 7 students who proudly 
represented Heathmont College. 
 

Here is a photo of the winning team from Boronia Heights 
Primary with our Year 7 students. 

Alison Richards 
Head of Transitions 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Year 8 Maths Games Day 
On Wednesday 22 July the annual MAV Year 8 Maths Games day 

was held at Penleigh and Essendon Grammar.  Heathmont College 
sent along two teams to compete.   

The teams were: 
Team 1 - Tarnia FISCHER, Jacquelyn MORT, Megan NUESTRO and Chloe ROBINSON 
Team 2 - Jacob CARR, Isaac TANNOCK, Jonathan OCCLESHAW and Jarryn VAN DYK. 

 

We unfortunately arrived late to be met by 540 year students all competing at tables in the School gym. 
Students competed as individuals and in groups at a number of different puzzles, games and problem solving tasks. 
They all competed eagerly and enjoyed themselves.  The day was a MŀǘƘǎ ŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ άwƻŎƪέ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ 
at the end of the day with the Penleigh Grammar school band performing for the students at lunch time and at the 
end of the day much to the enjoyment of everyone there. 
Both teams are to be congratulated on the way they competed and behaved for the day.  They were a pleasure to 
take on an excursion and although they did not win I was very proud of their efforts. Jim Ymer 

Maths Teacher 

     

     

      


