
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

óNo Regretsô Pilot Project 
During Term 4, 2009 and Term 1, 2010  all the schools 
in the Maroondah Education Coalition (MEC) will be 
working together to pilot a new initiative from DEECD, 
The Foundation for Young Australians and the Step 
Back Think group. The project was launched last week 
by Acting Premier Rob Hulls and the Education Minister 
Bronwyn Pike; you may have seen the launch on 
Wednesdayôs news service on TV as well as press 
releases in The Age and The Herald Sun the following 
day. 
 
The pilot project is centred upon groups of students 
being trained with skills and strategies to share with their 
friends in order to assist in recognising the signs of 
when situations could get out of control and result in 
inappropriate actions being taken. During recent times, 
we have all been shocked by the level of inappropriate 
levels of violence being displayed by young people in 
the city as well as local shopping complexes etc. As part 
of a new initiative being released by the State 
Government on respectful relationships, this pilot project 
will fit with this new program.   
  
A group of 30 students in each of the MEC schools 
(Croydon, Maroondah, Norwood, Parkwood and 
Ringwood Secondary Colleges, Heathmont College and 
Croydon Community School) will be invited to attend a 
training workshop session presented by The Foundation 
of Young Australians. From this group, 6 students will be 
selected to represent Heathmont College who will then 
meet with students from the other MEC schools for a full 
day program. These 42 students will then devise student 
action programs to be delivered back to their community 
based on the No Regrets - óStep Back Thinkô approach 
.  
The pilot program is being trialled at 3 regional schools, 
Balwyn High; for us, we are training as a network of 7 
local schools. By using the network approach the aim is 
to get information and involvement with the 4000+ 
students who attend our schools in the Maroondah 
Network.  
 
We look forward to being involved with the other MEC 
schools in this very important and highly relevant 
activity. 
 
Planning for 2010 
As we are now planning our curriculum and staffing for 
2010, we request that if your child/children will not be 
attending Heathmont College in 2010 due to the family 
moving, student going into the workforce etc. could you 
please let the General Office know. This will assist us 
greatly with planning our classes for 2010. 
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IMPORTANT REMINDER 
 

Parents are requested to ring the College Absence 
Line before 9:00am if their student is to be LATE or 
AWAY due to illness or for any other reason.  Thank 

you for your ongoing cooperation in this matter. 

 

NEWSLETTER EMAIL  

If you are not currently receiving the newsletter via 
email please contact the College on 9871 4888. 

The College Newsletter is always available via our 

website: www.heathmont.vic.edu.au 

H E A T H M O N T  C O L L E G E  

Year 12 2009 
Next week will mark the end of formal classes for our 
Year 12 students prior to their VCE exams scheduled 
at the beginning of November. On behalf of the college, 
we wish them every success for their exam 
preparations and the completion of the VCAL program 
for our Year 12 VCAL students. 
 Dorothy Henwood 

College Principal 
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NAPLAN RESULTS 
Results for NAPLAN Tests held earlier this year are now available 

and will be posted home.  Parents can contact Mrs Ilze Svarcs (for  
Year 7 students) or Mrs Amanda Rienits (for Year 9 students) with any 

queries. 
LUNCHTIME ACTIVITIES 

The Learning Centre is open to all Year 9 students each lunchtime. Our Staff have volunteered their time to supervise 
and support students who need extra assistance with class work and homework. We have many ñgames and activitiesò 
available to students - ALL THEY HAVE TO DO IS SIGN IN BEFORE LUNCH.   
 

HIPE@9 HOMEWORK 
Students currently in the HIPE@9 component of Year 9 have a weekly homework task to complete. During a lesson on 
Monday the task is started in class and students are expected to complete it and hand it in by the Friday of the same 
week.  Each task will take no more than 40-60 minutes to complete.  In mainstream classes and electives all 
homework set should be written in the student planners. Please feel free to contact individual subject teachers if you 
have concerns. 
 

LOCKERS 
At the beginning of this term the Co-ordination team had cause to move a significant number of students from the 
locker bay due to their lack of care and personal responsibility for this facility. Rubbish and litter became an issue and 
the behaviour of some students was extremely poor.  If any student continues to abuse the privilege of having a locker 
they will lose the use of the locker space.  Parents will be informed if this action needs to be taken. 
 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES POLICY 
As outlined in the College Diary students are requested not to use these devices during class time. If they are seen or 
heard they will be confiscated till the end of the school day.  Parents are asked not to contact their child by mobile 
phone during class time and to use the College phone number (9871 4888) if contact needs to be made. The use of 
phones for the taking of pictures and the transference of multi media images is NOT permitted at the College. 

Mandy Rienits 
Head of Middle School 

     

     

      

MEC Student Forum 
On   Tuesday 12 October, we represented Heathmont College at 

the Maroondah Education Coalition (MEC) Student Forum.  
Student representatives from all the schools in Maroondah gathered and 

discussed a variety of issues including what made their school significant  
from others and how we would like to see our schools in the future. We 
worked together and then presented the many great ideas to each other.  
Improving our schools now would support us and future generations of 
education. 

 

Some of the most popular ideas were: 

¶ Cafeteria including a sitting and resting place       

¶ A student lounge for free periods   

¶ A student radio station 

¶ Bigger lockers for easier storage              

¶ Classrooms designed around the subject 

¶ Laptops for every individual  

¶ Smart boards and other new technology 
 

We enjoyed ourselves and so did Mrs Svarcs and Mrs Henwood. It was a 
great opportunity to make friends and discuss the future development of our 
schools. 
By Molly Grunwald 7E and Catherine Chouieri 8A   
 

Photo Caption: Molly and Catherine at the MEC forum with Dorothy 
Henwood and Vin Virtue (Norwood SC Principal) 

 
Ilze Svarcs 

Head of Junior School 

     

     

      

Years 10, 11 & 12 
All students need to remember to check the Careers 
Noticeboard for information relating to opportunities that 
become available during the year. 

 

Year 9 Students ï VIP TAFE Taster Courses 
Swinburne TAFE has released information on their VIP Courses for Semester 1 2010.  The courses are as follows: 
Health Work;  Native Animal Conservation; Laboratory Skills; Make-Up Essentials; Visual Arts ï Studio Photography; 



 Year 9E SOSE spoke to Eugenie Collyer in Katherine via Skype 
today. Eugenie is an ex-student of Heathmont. After studying  

linguistics at Monash she got a job training translators and has been 
working, for the past two years, to keep indigenous languages in the 
Katherine area alive. She taught the class some aboriginal words and 
spoke about what life was like in Katherine. Next term we are hoping  

to speak to a member of the 
Gurindji community who was 
the translator for the picture 
book From Little Things Big 
Things Grow and who was 
one of the community who 
walked off on strike from 
Wave Hill Station in 1966; the 
first successful action for land 
rights in Australia. 

Ann Adams 
Humanities Teacher 

  

  

  

  

  

Flash Animation; Automotive Taster; Welding & Fabrication; Landscape Essentials; Building Industry Courses. 
Please see Mrs Lopez in the Careers Office for information sheets and application forms. 
Careers Preparation Program 
An important part of the end of the year program for current Year 9 students will be a program of Careers Preparation.  
This will help students to prepare for Work Experience and various other activities for Year 10.  It is most important 
that students participate in this program. 
 

Year 12 Students 
I have provided Year 12 students with resources to assist with the COP (change of preference period) for VTAC 
applications and Alternative Pathways.  Please ask your students to discuss these with you. 
Remember that new courses can be accredited after the VTAC Guide is printed. Also, others are cancelled. To check 
see: www.vtac.edu.au, go to Courses (left of screen), to new and cancelled courses. 
Course Pathway Options ï It is wise when applying for courses through VTAC to put down both university and TAFE 
options. Remember that if you hope to study at university but miss out on a place, it is often possible to gain credits for 
university from a relevant TAFE course. Two years at TAFE often gives one year of credit (sometimes more) at 
university in a related course. Several institutions are both a university and a TAFE (eg Swinburne, RMIT, VU), while 
others have links with a TAFE (eg La Trobe with NMIT) making it easier to move. It is of interest to note that many 
students who complete a university degree complete a TAFE course later on as well.   
Some Universities hold Information Sessions during Change of Preference Week. Check out dates/times on their 
websites.  To Enrol at uni you will need a Tax File Number; apply now if you donôt have one. 
 

How Will University Be Different From School? A Deakin University publication makes these points: You will have a 
more independent learning experience; lectures (maybe hundreds of students), tutorials (up to 30 students) and 
workshops; less frequent feedback (you need to be proactive in organising time to speak with teachers); flexible and 
variable programs where subjects require critical analysis; contact hours vary from 10-30 hours per week 
depending on course taken; must self-manage time and study (expect to complete equivalent amount of contact 
hours as self-guided study); classmates from different demographics (culture, age, socioeconomic) 
 

Events 

¶ Commerce at Melbourne Uni. ï Hear from staff/students about the Bachelor of Commerce. When: 6 - 7.30pm, 
Wednesday 9 Dec OR 10 - 11.30am, Saturday 12 December; Register: 
http://www.bcom.unimelb.edu.au/news/events.html, or email pimi@unimelb.edu.au.      

¶ RMIT Parent Information Evening ï RMIT is holding an info. evening for parents/future students in Yr 10 & 11. 
Hear from a range of RMIT representatives about study options and transition from school to university. Also 
covered: pathways from TAFE to uni, selection, scholarships, work integrated learning and Special Entry Access 
Schemes (SEAS). When: 5.30-7.30pm, Wed 11 Nov; Where: Bundoora campus west, bld 202; RSVP: 9925 2555 
or email (give names) student.recruitment@rmit.edu.au.  

¶ Lecture In Journalism ï The A. N. Smith Lecture in Journalism ñThe Fall of Rome: Media after Empireò will be 
delivered by the Managing Director of the ABC, Mr Mark Scott. When: 6.30pm, Wed 14 October; Where: 
Basement Theatre of the new Economics and Commerce Bld, 198 Berkley St, Carlton; Cost: Free; To Register: 
www.unimelb.edu.au/public_lectures/. Of interest to students considering journalism, 

With thanks to Martin Walker 
 

As always, if you have any concerns about your childôs program or future pathway you can contact me by 
phone on 9871 4858 or, preferably, by email on lopez.linda.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Linda Lopez 
Pathways Coordinator 
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 ñDonôt Pay a High Price - For a Few Moments of Funò 
 
Local police are urging Year 12 students planning ñcelebrationsò to consider the potential 
consequences of any associated pranks.  While pranks appear to be a feature of the end of year 
festivities, students need to make sure they donôt get out of hand. 
 

We want young people to be able to celebrate the end of Year 12, but in a safe manner.   Pranks 
may seem like a bit of fun at the time but can quickly spiral out of control and this is something that 
students need to take into consideration.  It is too easy for young people to overlook the possible 
consequences of their actions. 
 

In previous years, police have had no choice but to charge certain students involved in matters that have resulted in 
damage to property or injuries to students.  This is a high price to pay for a few moments of fun. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to encourage parents to make the time to talk to their kids about end of year 
celebrations, their expectations and those of the school and the community. 
 

I would also like to encourage students to take care when driving and ensure they donôt get behind the wheel of a car 
after consuming alcohol.   Remember, look after your mates and donôt let them drink and drive either. 
 

If you plan on having a party, you are encouraged to register it at your local police station.  This ensures that police are 
aware and can patrol your neighbourhood and address the needs of the community.  Police can offer advice, including 
host responsibilities, safe consumption of alcohol, risk reduction strategies and gatecrashers.   We understand itôs 
important to be able to hold a party and want to help you plan a safer party which is enjoyable for everyone.  Most 
importantly, we donôt want to shut your party down! 

 

 ñEnjoy ï Be Safeò 
 

 

Julie Simpson 
Youth Resource Officer 
Croydon Police Station 

   

   

   

   

    

Term 3 had a very busy end. In the last two weeks the Year 7 & 8 
Students competed in their final round robin day for the year, in  

basketball, hockey, squash and table tennis. All teams were very 
competitive and standards of play and sportsmanship were fantastic.  

The Year 8 boys table tennis won all their games in the pool but missed out 
on moving to Eastern Zone on a count-back. The Year 7 boys table tennis won and will compete in the Eastern  

Zone final on Friday 16 October at the Kilsyth stadium.  We have started the term with the Eastern Zone athletics 
carnival. The following students represented the College. I was thrilled with the endeavour and behaviour of all of 
these students. They have been training before and after school for the last 3 weeks of term 3. 

¶ Jayden Humphris- 3
rd

 High jump, 4
th
 in long jump and triple jump and 1

st
 in the hurdles 

so he will now compete in the state finals and Olympic Park on the Tuesday 20 October. 

¶ Sean Perrin ï 8
th
 800m 

¶ Eden Manuel-Farmer ï 10
th
 in the open 3000m( Eden is only 12!) and 6

th
 1500m 

¶ Zoe Alston ï 8
th
 1500m 

¶ Jayden Alston ï 7
th
 1500m 

¶ Tess Wright ï 3
rd

 Discus and 1
st
 in the Javelin which means Tess will also compete in the state finals. 

¶ Sean McDougall ï 7
th
 Javelin 

¶ Matt Lockie ï 3
rd

 1500m and 1500m walk. 

¶ Sarah Lawley ï 7
th
 Discus and Javelin 

¶ Dale Ingleton ï 6
th
 Discus 

¶ Rhys Colthup ï 5
th
 800m 

¶ Jake Wadley ï 2
nd

 in the triple jump and he 
cleared 1.65 m in the high jump equal with 4 
other competitors in 2

nd
 place but finished 4

th
 on 

the count back 

¶ Cameron Poynter ï 11
th
 in the 1500m 

¶ Warren Kamara ï 800m 

¶ Emily Milosevic ï 4
th
 Javelin with a personal 

best throw. 

¶ Dylan Darroch ï 6
th
 Javelin 

¶ Taylah Perry ï 3
rd

 in 100m, 200m and 400m 

¶ Bryce Wickham ï 7
th
 800m 

The other finals that students are competing in 
teams are  

¶ Intermediate boys cricket on Wednesday 14 
October. 

¶ Year 7 boys table tennis Friday 16 October 

¶ Year 8 boys volleyball Wednesday 4 November 

¶ Year 7 boys volleyball to play a semi final. 
 

Jeanette Barton 
Interschool Sports 

Coordinator 

   

   

   

   

    



On Wednesday 7 October a small group of students from Year 7 
went on and the excursion ñSpecky Magee Launchò. It was a  

special event where they launched the new book, Specky Magee and 
the Battle Young Guns. We all met at Heathmont station at 8:35am,  

caught the train at around 9:00am, and got off at Southern Cross station. 
The Launch was held at the Melbourne Exhibition Centre. After we got off the  

train we had some spare time so we got to buy something from Hungry Jacks if we had money. Most people got 
something and almost everyone thought it tasted disgusting. There were heaps of other schools there and some had 
come from Echuca and Geelong. When it started every one was sitting in a seat and waiting, then someone came out 
and started talking about the book and AFL football. Then shortly after the authors of the book, Gary Lyon and Felice 
Arena, came out and told us about the book. Some kids from other schools were chosen to act out a short play and 
they were given prizes which were a poster and some got the new book. They had a special guest and that was one of 
the Football commentators, James Brayshaw.  He joined in the play. Lots of prizes were won and lots of games were 
played. When authors had finished with what they had to say they went outside to sign books. Whilst this was 
happening a circus duo called Nika performed. They were called Reggie Ref and Footy Fred. They did all types of 
tricks and stretches. Kids got involved with them as well. The show ended just before 2 oôclock and we got back onto 
the train at 2. Kaylene Gillard 

English Teacher  
     

     

      

Last term, the Year 11 Chemistry class travelled to Bacchus 
Marsh to attend the Ecolinc Science and Environment centre.  The  

Ecolinc Centre is surrounded by a series of wetlands, which clean up 
stormwater before it goes into the Werribee River.  The students used  

their chemistry skills to assess the quality of the water at different points in the 
wetlands, testing for pH, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, salts, phosphates and nitrates.  All students worked 
extremely well throughout a long day, and found that the water quality did improve a bit from the wetlands. 

 

E  is for Environment, a wetland all muddy 

C  is for Community, whose resources we study 

O  is for Oxygen, which aquatic life reaps 

L  is for Learning, of which we did heaps 

I  is for Icon, the Ecolinc frog 

N is for Nitrate, for plant life a key cog 

C  is for Chemistry! 

by the Year 11 Chemistry Class 
 

 

Geoff Brasier 
Chemistry Teacher 

   

   

   

   

    


