~ PRINCIPAL ~
Maroondah Education Coalition (MEC)

school community meetings held regarding the
Regeneration Project for secondary schools in the
Maroondah Network of which Heathmont is a very
important part of. These meetings are the first phase in
gathering opinions, responding to questions and
concerns from our immediate school communities. All
the three meetings held at Karralyka Theatre were very
successful forums for parents to have their questions
responded to by our Regional Director, Dr Jim
Watterson. Naturally, the parents’ questions were about
their  child/children’s education and how this
Regeneration Project will affect their education in the
coming years. It was pleasing to see a number of
Heathmont parents and students attend the forums and
whilst the Regeneration Project may not affect us as
deeply as it might other school communities in the
Maroondah Network if it is endorsed to go ahead. Last
night a group of Heathmont College staff, our School
Council President, a parent and some students attended
a three hour workshop with representative groups from
all the other six secondary schools in the Maroondah
Network. It was an opportunity to jointly come together
and continue to document the concerns and
opportunities for all the schools in the project.

For our part, we believe the Regeneration Project will be
about a total refurbishment of the school buildings with
the opportunity to transform them into 21% century
teaching spaces. Along with this is the commitment to
equip all our staff with teaching skills and practices to
suit these new environments as there will be a greater
commitment to the use of digital technologies in all the
classrooms and 21% century learning and teaching
methods. At present we have a small glimpse of this in
the new Year 9 Learning Centre.

The Regeneration Project will allow our senior students
greater access to a wider range of subjects and
opportunities that might not necessarily be available at
the College. Even in big schools, depending on student
choice, some subjects that you would assume would be
in the senior curriculum might not run due to lack of
sufficient student interest. There will be opportunities for
all our students across the Maroondah Network (of
which there are about 4000 students) to create a
symphony orchestra, choirs, elite sport groups, theatre
groups, debating etc. The list of opportunities is endless.
One event, which is in the planning stage, is a joint Art
exhibition to be held at the Deakin University gallery in
2010. This will be an opportunity for all our young artists
to showcase their work.
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~ IMPORTANT DATES ~

JUNE
15 Monday Year 10 Work Experience Commences 2
week period
17 Wednesday Music Extravaganza Performance
Excursion: Year 9 E-H City Experience

19 Friday Sport Year 7

22 Monday Excursion: Year 12 Legal Studies

23 Tuesday College Council Meeting 7.30pm

25 Thursday Sport Senior

26 Friday End of Term 2 - Students Dismissed at
3.00pm
Semester 1 Reports Mailed home to Parents

JULY

13 Monday First day of Term 3

17 Friday Sport Junior boys netball & girl football

21 Tuesday Incursion: Yr 10 & 11 English classes

22 Wednesday Parent Evening: 2010 Yr 11 students Group
A

23 Thursday Excursion: Yr 12 Biology
Parent Evening: 2010 Yr 11 students Group
B
27 Monday Sport Intermediate
28 Tuesday Excursion: Yr 12 Careers
Parent Evening: 2010Yr 10 (9E-H)
College Council Meeting 7.30pm
30 Thursday Parent Evening: 2010 VCAL students

UNIFORM SHOP
The uniform shop is open ...
Tuesday 2.30—-5.00 Thursday 12.00 — 2.00

IMPORTANT REMINDER

Parents are requested to ring the College Absence

Line before 9:00am if their student is to be LATE or
AWAY due to illness or for any other reason. Thank
you for your ongoing cooperation in this matter.

As previously mentioned, this project is in the
community consultation phase and there will be a
number of opportunities opened for further input from
our school communities. Please take the time to
become involved in the discussions as this is very
much about the educational opportunities your child will
be able to access at Heathmont College.

Dorothy Henwood
College Principal
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Due dates for returning forms and payments for all College activities

A reminder to all parents and students that when an activity requiring payment or the returning of any signed forms is
arranged by the College, a due date is set as a part of this process.

Due dates allow us to cancel venue bookings in a timely manner so as not to lose deposits. More importantly, due
dates assist our students in being able to be responsible and manage timelines. Due dates prepare them for their
journey as young adults and the responsibilities that this requires.

Please note that the College will not accept late forms or payment from any student with the exception of the details
below:

o |f the student is away ill prior to the due date, please contact the College before the due date where the
students name will be recorded and the payment/form will then be accepted immediately upon return to
school.

o |f the family is facing financial difficulty and cannot make the required payment by the due date, please contact
Sharyn Wilson — Business Manager prior to the due date to make arrangements.

Please note that teachers/co coordinators cannot make arrangements with families or students regarding payments or
returning of forms. All arrangements must be made via the Business Manager.

We ask parents to support us in our endeavour to ensure that contact is made to the college prior to the due date to
ensure that your student can be included in any proposed activity.
Sharyn Wilson
Business Manager

College jumpers and jackets

With the cold weather approaching we are getting notes from home
requesting non-uniform items to be excused. Often these items are
used instead of the uniform which is not acceptable. The Heathmont
College uniform includes a jacket and a jumper. Students many wear items
underneath the school jumper, as long as they are not visible. They may
also wear a scarf in Heathmont college colours, ie navy, maroon or white.

Year 8 Canberra Tour

We will be running an inaugural four day tour to Canberra from November 10 — 13 this year. The tour will feature visits
to key places of national interest including the new and old Parliament House, Questacon — The National Science and
Technology Centre, the Australian War Memorial, the National Gallery of Australian and the Australian Institute of
Sport. This tour is supported by the Government as part of students’ civics and citizenship education. The tour only
has 35 places, so a selection process will be used. | will be distributing notices with further information and
application forms soon via the Year 8 students.

Chess
Congratulations to Year 8 student Josh Colvin and Year 7 student Laura Beecher who represented Heathmont College
in the interschool chess competition held at Billanook College. Well done! All students are encouraged to hone their

Free passes to Year 7 and Year 8 Top Grades Seminar

If you interested in improving academic performance in Junior School
students, you may be interested in attending free public seminars
organised by a private company. Please contact the Junior School Office
for afree pass. Alternatively, visit www.TopGrades.com.au/freepass .

An Outstanding Year 8 Musician: Pat Eaton

Pat started playing clarinet in Year 7, and from his previous experiences
with recorder and violin, he picked it up quickly and in his first term of
learning, was put into the Heathmont College Senior Band. Now in year 8,
Pat has shown a great deal of interest in all activities involving music. He
is learning a second instrument and the Senior and Junior Concert Bands
of Heathmont College. After sending in an application describing his
abilities on the clarinet, he was selected to be in the concert band of
Upwey High School, which is a great achievement for someone of his age,
and advertises what a great music program Heathmont provides. By Ben
Neve and Jackson Bragg 8B

llze Svarcs
Head of Junior School
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Dayne is completing a certificate course in
Plumbing at Holmesglen together with his
Foundation VCAL and is currently
completing his work experience program
with Victorian Backflow prevention services.

June,

Year 10 VCAL students have just completed a group assignment
which required them to go shopping as part of the preparation for
VCAL luncheon. Below are some photos of the day.
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Jordan is completing a work experience with a
construction company that is working on a waste
pipeline from Altona Industrial estate to Werribee.
Jordan has been offered an apprenticeship with

Spiro Onisiforou
the company as of 2010.

VCAL Coordinator




As part of community service in the HIPE@9 program a number
of students have been knitting squares to make into a blanket. The
blanket was then sent to Better Homes and Gardens who will be
passing the blankets on to families who lost their possessions in the
Black Saturday bushfires.

Some of the students could
already knit but for some it was
their first knitting project. The
students showed great
enthusiasm for the project and
could often be seen in class and
at lunchtime working on their
squares. A number of members
of staff also contributed their time
to knitting squares. Thanks to
Mrs Hunt, Mrs Patrick, Mrs
Anketell, who also helped to sew
up the blanket, Mrs Riches and
her 86 year old mother. We are
going to continue knitting squares
and make knee rugs to take to
the nursing homes around the
area. We are looking for
donations of 8 ply wool and size
4mm needles to be able to
continue our project. Here is a
photo of some of the girls who
contributed squares to the rug.

Jeanette Barton
HIPE@9 Teacher

Year 10 Work Experience — begins next week. Students have
received their packages and must provide the employer with their
copy of the relevant paperwork. It is important that parents/ guardians
contact both the employer and the school if the student is going to be
absent for any reason. Apart from the obvious reasons of taking responsibility
and courtesy to the employer, staff will be visiting students in their placements and | wish to avoid having them
travel to workplaces only to be told that the student is not attendance. Students have been provided with a log book to
fill in whilst on Work Experience — | ask that parents discuss this with their students and ensure that it is filled in. This
will be a valuable resource during the course counselling process that begins soon after the students return to school.
Any student who has not arranged a work placement is expected to attend school where a normal academic program
will be running.

Upcoming Events:

0 ‘At Monash’ Seminars to go: Nursing/midwifery/paramedics, Design, Medicine/biomedical science/nutrition/
dietetics, Fine Art, Multimedia & digital art. Book/info: Ph 9903 4758 or Valerie.foster@adm.monash.edu.au
www.monash.edu.au/study/events.

U  ‘Focus on Melbourne’ to go: Arts, Music, Visual/Performing Arts, Science, Biomedicine, Environments;

www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/focusonmelbourne.

Year 10’s and Deakin: 11 June; www.deakin.edu.au/year10

Medical Lab visits: 6 - 10 July; www.rmit.edu.au/medical-sciences/lab-visits

Engineering at RMIT: 30 June, 1 July, 9 July; www.rmit.edu.au/sece/experience; www.rmit.edu.au/aero-mech.

Folio help: www.shortcourses.rmit.edu.au; www.latrobe.edu.au/visualarts/folioworkshop

Circus Arts sessions: 29 June - 3 July; www.nica.com.au

U ‘Experience La Trobe’: term holidays www.latrobe.edu.au/experience

[t e AN et e AN e

Like To ‘Access’ Monash But Worried About Your Enter? ‘Access Monash’ is a program of alternative entry
pathways, special admissions schemes, scholarships and bursaries that can help gain entry to a degree. The program
helps people of Australian indigenous descent, rural or isolated areas, having socio-economic difficulties, a disability or
long-term medical condition, from non-English speaking backgrounds and those with long-term family difficulties. If
studying at Monash is limited by financial, geographical, cultural or personal hardship you may qualify for a scholarship,
bursary or alternate entry pathway. Info: www.monash.edu/access; applications, later in the year, through VTAC
(www.vtac.edu.au). The Diploma of Tertiary Studies (at Gippsland & Berwick) is a one year program alternative for
university study. It combines elective units from your chosen discipline with core units on learning, studying and
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communications skills. It allows you to complete units from your degree of interest including art and design, arts,
business, education, IT, nursing and science. On successful completion you can apply for a related Monash course
and obtain credits.

University Of Melbourne Update: The University has indicated that the Bachelor of Oral Health is a continuing
degree. It is not having its last intake in 2010.

Interested In Photography? Photography can be studied at university, TAFE or at independent colleges. For
example, RMIT University has a Bachelor of Arts (Photography); Deakin Uni offers photography in their Arts and Media
& Communications degrees and Swinburne Uni in the Communication Design degree. RMIT TAFE and NMIT also offer
photography courses. Independent colleges such as Photographic Studies College (Southbank), International College
of Creative Arts (South Melbourne) and the Photographic Imaging College (Hawthorn) offer diplomas in photography.
Check out their websites at www.psc.edu.au, www.icpp.net and www.pic.org.au.

| continue to encourage students and parents to make contact throughout the year. | will gladly help any student or
parent who is seeking advice on careers. Feel free to contact me on 9871 4858 or preferably by email on
lopez.linda.a@edumail.vic.gov.au. Most newsletters throughout the year will contain information on career options
around the state as well matters that are directly related to Heathmont College. | strongly urge students to keep an eye
on the Careers Notice Board outside the Senior School Office.

Linda Lopez
Pathways Coordinator

It has again been very busy with sport so far this term. With cross
country being rained out at the end of term 1 we ran a modified
cross country for all the year 7’s and those students who wanted to try
out for the college team. Medals for these events will be handed out at an
upcoming assembly. From this event the College team to compete in the
Maroondah group was selected. A team of 90 students competed and there were some excellent results.
The following students are in training for the Eastern Zone cross country on 17 June at the Yarra Glen race course.

Jayden Humphris (3rd 21 boys) Kacey Knox Sean Perrin

Emily Mclean Nick Spicer Tracey Barbara

Ben Searle Tahlia Hoskin Bryce Wickham

Zoe Alston Tom Drummond Jack Wadley (15 boys team winners)
Matt Lockie (2" 16 boys) Brad Kollner (3" 15 boys & 15 boys team winner)

Ben Nanninga (3rd 16 boys) Nic Sumner (15 boys team winners) Matt Griffin

Cameron Cripps (15 boys team winners)Rhys Colthup (15 boys team winners)  Taylah Perry

Cameron Poynter (3rd 14 boys) Daniel Patterson Sam Coates

Eden Manuel-Farmer (2™ 13 girls) Jayden Alston Hayley Benedict

Jordan Granland

The winter 1 round robin sports days have been going on over the last few weeks. The sports this term are football,
netball, soccer and badminton. The senior boys and girls competed very well. The Boys A team made the final and
were defeated by only 1 goal. The girls really enjoyed the day and got better with each game. The footy team were
competitive and put in all day but narrowly lost both games. The intermediate teams also had mixed success. The
footy team tried hard all day but were defeated by both Ringwood and Norwood. The badminton boys made the finals
but were defeated by Maroondah. The boys soccer teams had mixed success. The girls soccer team were undefeated
for the day and will go on to play Eastern Zone finals in August. The year 8 students play on the 10™ June and the year
7’s on the 19" June. The final round robin sport for senior will also be Played this term. The sports are Hockey,
Basketball, Squash and Table Tennis. It will be played on Thursday 25 " June.

| would like to congratulate Jayden
Humprhis as the Heathmont College
recipient of the 2009 Pierre Du Courbetin
award. This award is given to the student
who epitomises the Olympic Spirit. That is
striving to do their best and showing the
ideals of sportsmanship. Jayden was
presented with his award by James
Tomlinson and Jackie Cooper at a
ceremony at Melbourne University. He
received the award for his representation
of the College in cross country, diving and
athletics (high jump, long jump, and
sprints) His quiet positive attitude to all his
endeavours make him a very worthy
recipient. The photo shows him with other
recipients at the awards ceremony.

Jeanette Barton
Sport Coordinator
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MEC

LEADING & TRANSFORMING EDUCATION

Term 2 Activities
Coalition Unit 3 Exam Revision Classes

On Sunday May 31% at Norwood SC, VCE exam revision
classes were held for coalition students in Chemistry,
Physics and Biology. A Psychology session was
previously offered from 4.00 pm to 5.30 pm on May 27" at
Ringwood SC. Student feedback regarding the revision
sessions was very positive:
Overall:
x  82% of students stated they had learned something
new in their revision sessions
x 88% of students stated that they now had more
understanding of the subject matter
x 88% of students stated that they now felt more
confident to tackle further revision and exam
practice
x  87% of students stated that they were happy to give
up their weekend/afterschool time to attend the
sessions
x  91% of students stated that they would recommend
the revision program to other students

A sample of student comments:

x Really well set out with good slideshows. Well
explained and easy to understand

x  Allowed me to refresh my memory about certain
terms and get a true idea of what to study

x Just an effective as a lecture session | paid for at
Melbourne Uni. Thanks.

x The use of past exam questions was helpful in
understanding what the examiners are looking for
and what to expect in the exam.

Thank you to the following coalition teachers for preparing

and delivering the revision sessions.

e Darryl Stranger, Andrew Hansen and Jessica Lambden
from Ringwood SC

e Tony Lahy and Rachael Barker from Norwood SC

¢ Geoff Brasier and Julie McDonald from Heathmont
College

Maroondah Education Coalition
Newsletter Article No. 2 February 2009

Values in Action Schools Project (VASP)

This year the MEC is implementing a project on Values
Education. Maroondah SC, Parkwood SC and Ringwood
SC members, local community group representatives and
VASP project advisors will participate in joint events during
the year.

Our project is titled: Youth Voice-Fostering Respect,
Inclusiveness and Tolerance

Our third event this semester, a student workshop on
Emotional Intelligence (El), was held on May 19" at
Parkwood SC. The presenter, Dr Karen Hansen from the
Brain Science Institute Swinburne University, explored the
concept of Emotional Intelligence with students and its
importance to building positive relationships with others
through self awareness of our own emotions.

At the end of the session, students indicated that they now
had a much greater understanding of what El is, and its
relevance to our MEC Values Project.

Some student comments included:

x  The skills learnt about El will help us have a better
understanding of our values

x Understanding your own emotions allows you to
create effective relationships

x Need to be aware of our
be part of a community

x It will help me understand some of my refugee
students better, along with new students

x  People with higher Els are better at socialising to
provide a friendlier community
Learning El fits in with our project because it helps us
to communicate with others
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