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GROWING THROUGH KNOWLEDGE



Our College places great 
emphasis on students having a 

positive attitude to every 
aspect of school life and on 
becoming independent, self 

directed learners.
independent, self directed

learners..



Growing Through Knowledge
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Year 9 

The Heathmont Model provides greater choice in learning for students in Year 9. Some elements of the 
curriculum are compulsory subjects for all students. These are represented in the table below in bold and 
shaded. 

Students are also offered a range of electives that encourage further inquiry into different areas of the 
curriculum. In particular, the areas of Art, Technology and Languages. 

Further to this, students have the opportunity to accelerate their learning through choosing elective subjects 
at the Year 10 level. 

In addition, students may choose a bilingual German course of study that provides instruction in at least one 
of the compulsory areas of study in the German language as well as the study of German as a subject.  

Periods 
per 

cycle 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

7 Mathematics 
or 

Advance Mathematics 

Mathematics 
or 

Advance Mathematics 
7 English English 
5 Humanities Humanities 
5 Science Science 
5 PE/Health PE/Health 
1 Flourish Flourish 
1 SWEL SWEL 
7 9Life Elective (choose one) 

• Community Arts
• Media Journalism

• Outdoor Education
• Sports Coaching
• Community Baking
• City Experience

9Life Elective (choose one) 
• Community Arts
• Media Journalism

• Outdoor Education
• Sports Coaching
• Community Baking
• City Experience

4 Elective Elective 
4 Elective Elective 
4 Elective Elective 

How is Year 9 Structured?
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Periods per cycle Electives offered 

4 period semester-based 
electives 

• Drama

• Media

• Music Production

• Music Performance

• Visual Arts

• Visual Communication

• Digital Technologies

• Design and Technology

• Food Technology

• Bilingual (German) Textiles

• Bilingual (German) Sustainability Studies

• Financial Literacy

8 period semester-based 
electives 
(choosing one of these subjects will 
take up two elective spaces for the 
semester) 

• STEAM, Robotics and Flight

Year 10 electives available for acceleration: 

• Business Management

• English Literature

• Biology

• Psychology

• Health and Wellbeing/PE

4 periods year-long • German

• Indonesian

What should I consider when choosing my studies? 

When making your choice you should consider studies that: 

• interest you
• you are good at
• lead to a job that interests you
• prepare you for further training or 

tertiary courses.

A comprehensive careers program is in place to assist you to make a final 
decision. 

 

Elective Choices
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Once logged on, you must choose the following: 

o Up to six semester-based electives

o Make sure that these subjects add up to 6 units overall (please note that an
enhancement study, Robotics and Flight and/or a language will take up two units)

o Make sure that you put in 2 reserves – these will be essential in the instance that
there are clashes with your subject choices

Print and sign (by a parent or guardian) the completed webform 
Hand this form/s into the General Office. 

If you have any issues choosing your subjects, please see the Programs and Pathways Team 

for support. They will advise you of the best way to resolve the issue. 

• Pathways and Programs Team include: Ms Melissa McMurray and Ms Nina Ling.

How do I  pick my subjects?

You will receive a code that allows you to access the program to choose your 
subjects.
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Mathematics-Core
Advanced Mathematics 
This subject is offered as part of the Excellence and Enrichment program and is for students 

seeking challenge and extension in mathematics. There will be only one class of this subject 

offered at year 9 and to access it, students will 

need to demonstrate the required capacity to achieve at high levels in this subject. 

The class will cover topics from the Victorian Curriculum with a view to extending students to 

potentially meet the requirements of level 10 Mathematics, where possible, by the end of the 

year. This then provides students with an opportunity to further accelerate their learning in year 

10 to study a VCE mathematics class. 

Mathematics 
The Year 9 Mathematics curriculum follows the guidance provided by the Victorian Curriculum 

and exposes students to a wide range of mathematical ideas, concepts and skills. Students will 

further develop their confidence and competence in understanding mathematical ideas, 

concepts and skills and apply these to both real life and abstract contexts. The subject covers 

the three strands of the Victorian Curriculum Mathematics of Number and Algebra, 

Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability

9LiFE-Electives 
Within 9LiFE, each semester students will have the opportunity to choose one of the 
following   electives: 

Community Arts 
In this elective, you will create artwork that communicates, challenges and express’s your own 

and other’s ideas. You will develop a range of practical skills through exploring and expanding 

your understanding of the school community. As a group you will then work closely with the 

school community to gather interest on a range of art projects that you will create, design and 

sell. Students will be exposed to several design methods, working with innovative technology 

and understanding digital rendering. 

Media Journalism 
Students will plan, produce and distribute media artworks for a range of community institutional 
contexts and different audiences. You will be exposed to and develop knowledge around social, ethical 
and regulatory issues within production distribution. You will represent community institutes through 
intent and structure in various settings and apply design production and distribution processes to the 
media artworks that you create. A range of skills will be taught including article writing, photography, 
design and business sense. 



Year 9 Program Guide - 8 

Community Arts 
In this elective, you will create artwork that communicates, challenges and express’s your own 
and other’s ideas. You will develop a range of practical skills through exploring and expanding 
your understanding of the school community. As a group you will then work closely with the 
school community to gather interest on a range of art projects that you will create, design and 
sell. Students will be exposed to several design methods, working with innovative technology 

and understanding digital rendering. 

Outdoor Education 
Students will examine the concept of adventure in outdoor activities as well as understand risk 
management through perceived and actual risk. Through exploring and expanding your 
understanding of the outdoors you will learn basic first aid skills and develop the ability to 
understand terrain and landmarks. You will engage in a variety of recreational and outdoor 
adventure activities and develop skills, knowledge and behaviours for enhancing safe 
participation in these activities. 

Sports Coaching 
Students are exposed to an in depth understanding of sports as well as being a coach. You will 
participate in peer teaching and coaching situations with a focus on skill development and 
improvement. You will discuss sporting conduct and implement fair play and good sporting 
behaviours. You will get a good understanding of equipment use, teamwork activities and 
lesson planning while developing innovate games and analysing sports. Students will learn to set 
personal physical activity goals, develop activities and evaluate its success. 

Community Baking 
Students will investigate emerging production technologies and methods of productivity 
profitability. You will explore marketing methods and gathering community feedback on 
consumer demand. You will undertake team- based cooking sessions that will rely on pre-
planning and structure to be effective and profitable. Students will develop knowledge of 
health and food safety, preparing and presenting food, investigating food labels and 
understanding food spoilage. You will have the opportunity to experiment with food 
production methods that will develop the appearance and presentation of your cooking. 

City Experience 
Students will investigate the city of Melbourne through numerous excursions and research 
tasks. This elective enables students to focus on the rich history, design, make-up and function of 
the city, and investigate their role in its broader global context. You will develop a range of 
navigation, community and personal skills that will be invaluable. Students build confidence and 
responsibility through the development and leadership of activities. 
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Arts-Electives
The following electives run for one semester at 4 periods per two-week cycle: 

Drama 

This Drama elective encourages students to take Drama to the next level. Over the course 
of a semester, students develop an understanding of various performance styles, strengthen 
their performance and expressive skills and begin to explore how to analyse and discuss 
external performance pieces. This subject builds confidence and competency in group 
work which can lead to opportunities such as: the school production; small performances 
in and out of school; applying for extra-curricular Drama programs; preparing students for 
VCE Drama or simply to teach students to get out of their comfort zone. 

Media 
This subject will introduce the students’ to Media Studies, they will focus on developing 
their understanding and use of media text in regards to structure, intent, character, 
settings, viewpoints and genre conventions. As they use media technologies (print and film) 
they will extend their skills in the use of media elements such as time, space, sound, 
movement and lighting. They analyse the way in which audiences make meaning and how 
audiences interact with and share media artworks through a film analysis. 
Students will encounter opportunities to safely use media technologies and it is an 
expectation that they will able to access and use the software programs provided by the 
school. Through this students will develop a sophisticated understanding of their roles as 
artists and audiences as they engage with diverse media artworks. 

Key skills: Enhances design skills, inquiry, technological processes, critical and creative 
thinking, respect and understanding of social, cultural and industry practices, confidence, 
curiosity, imagination, enjoyment and a personal aesthetic 
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Arts-Electives 
Music Production 
If you are interested in developing skills in Music Composition, Script Writing, Sound 
Engineering, Backstage Theatre, Lighting, Acting or Music Performance this subject is for 
you! The Music Production Elective gives all students the opportunity to participate in a 
hands on subject that develops many different areas of Music and Drama. You do not have 
to be a performer or actor to be an integral part of a performance! This subject leads to 
VCE Music and Drama. 

Music Performance 
Aimed at students that wish to develop their performance skills for VCE music. This unit of 
work would run for 1 semester 3 periods per week. The elective develops student’s 
technical skills on their instruments through a variety of solo and group performance 
opportunities, they will also learn about setting up PA systems for performances. Music 
Performance offers a well-rounded unit of work during that will help develop student’s 
skills on their instruments, preparing them for VCE Music Performance: Group or Solo. 
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Arts-Electives 
Visual Arts 
Year 9 Visual Arts offers students the opportunity to create visual art works that 
communicate, challenge and express their own and others’ ideas. Students learn about 
the relationships between the viewer and artworks and how artworks can be displayed 
to enhance meaning for the viewer. Students will extend their ability to develop and 
explore ideas in a visual diary in order to prepare for the production of several final 
artworks. Through Visual Arts, students make and respond using visual arts knowledge, 
understanding and skills to express meanings associated with personal views, intrinsic and 
extrinsic worlds. Visual Arts engages students in a journey of discovery, experimentation 
and problem-solving relevant to visual perception and visual language, utilising visual 
techniques, technologies, practices and processes. Learning in the Visual Arts leads 
students to become increasingly confident and proficient in achieving their personal visual 
aesthetic, appreciating and valuing that of others. 
Key skills: Enhances conceptual and perceptual development, inquiry, arts techniques, 
material use, processes, critical and creative thinking, respect and understanding of 
social, cultural and industry practices, confidence, curiosity, imagination, enjoyment and a 
personal aesthetic through engagement with visual arts making, viewing, discussing, 
analysing, interpreting and evaluating. 

Visual Communication 
Year 9 Visual Communication and design aims to enhance the students’ ability to convey 
ideas and information to an audience through visual language. In Visual Communication 
Design students develop designs and solutions to provided design briefs. The 
development of ideas and visualisation of these ideas combined with observational 
drawing are a key focus of this subject. Students also learn about design, and the role of 
the visual communication designer and their contribution to society. 
Visual Communication Design allows students to investigate the world through the 
practices of designers. Students explore the significance of visual communication design in 
different times, places and cultures. They build an understanding of the important role 
of visual communication design in contemporary society and apply this knowledge in 
their own visual communications. Key skills; Development of confidence, curiosity, 
imagination and enjoyment through an engagement with visual communication design 
practices, greater skills to communicate ideas and information, ability to apply design 
elements and principles, creative, critical and reflective thinking. 



Language-Electives 
The following language electives will run for the entire year and count as 
2 elective choices: 

German 
This subject will further extend students’ language skills in German and begin to prepare 
students for VCE German. It is a full year subject and will count for two choices in their 
selection. Students will encounter language and content drawn from their own experience, 
including topics and events of general interest. They will talk about themselves, their 
family and friends, shopping, clothes, food, travel and tourism. They will also respond to, 
and formulate, questions in conversations and will write extended linked paragraphs, 
comparing aspects of German life with life in Australia. 
It is recommended that students only attempt this subject if they have passed Year 8 
German. Students who choose Year 9 German will have the opportunity to host an 
exchange student in September and to travel to Germany in the following March 
through our Sister School Program once international travel is again possible.. 
Key skills: Enhances listening, speaking, reading, writing and inter-cultural skills, as well 
as problem solving abilities and memory. 

Indonesian 
This subject will further extend students’ language skills in Indonesian and prepare students 
for VCE Indonesian. It is a full year subject and counts for two choices in their subject 
selection. Students will encounter language and content drawn from their own experience, 
including topics and events of general interest. They will learn to talk about travel to 
Indonesia, markets and bargaining, food and dining, rainforest flora and fauna, 
endangered animals and village life. Students will practice writing and conversing in the 
target language. They will also have various opportunities to participate in language 
excursions, competitions and workshops. It is recommended that students only attempt 
this subject if they have passed Year 8 Indonesian. Students will have the opportunity to 
participate in a two-week study tour to Indonesia and Borneo, including attending our 
sister school in JJogjakarta, and participating in the Orang-Utan conservation programs in 
Borneo once international travel is again possible. 
Key skills: Enhance their listening, speaking, reading, writing and inter-cultural skills. 



Technology-Electives 
The following electives run for one semester at 4 periods per two-week 
cycle. 

Digital Technologies 
The Digital Technologies curriculum enables students to become confident and creative 
developers of digital solutions through the application of information systems and specific 
ways of thinking about problem solving. 
Students with an interest in programming, digital design, gaming, computer networks 
and cybersecurity will enjoy continuing their studies of digital technologies. Game design 
is a major focus in this course. Students will continue learning programming, 3D modelling 
using Blender and 2D and 3D game design in a game engine. 

Design and Technology 
Design and Technology is a practical based subject in which students will research 
factors that influences designers, such as communities and the environment. They will 
learn about production processes and how to design and develop working drawings, cost 
materials, safety and production processes. They will develop skills working with timber 
and other materials using both hand and power tools. They will design and make projects. 
Students will consider the economic, environmental and social impacts of technological 
change and how the choice and use of technologies may contribute to a sustainable future. 
Students also take into account the ethical, legal, aesthetic and functional factors that 
inform the design processes. 

Food Technology 
Food plays such an important part in everyone’s life that we should all have the basic 
skills to use and enjoy it. This subject will provide students with the opportunity to 
develop new skills, easing the students into a more mature way of preparing, analysing, 
appreciating and enjoying foods. This subject provides the foundation for students to select 
Year 10 Food Technology and then onto Food Studies at VCE level. 

 



Technology-Electives
Bilingual Textiles 
Students wishing to continue learning bilingually are given the opportunity in Year 9 
through Materials Technology – Textiles.This is a practical based subject where 
students develop their textiles skills and knowledge, as well as their German language 
skills. Students will produce a bag made of recycled or reused textiles materials, and a 
second item of their own choice and design. They communicate and document their 
projects, including marketing for a range of audiences in the target language of German. As 
in mainstream Technology subjects, students consider the economic, environmental and 
social impacts of technological change and how the choice and use of technologies may 
contribute to a sustainable future. Students also take into account the ethical, legal, 
aesthetic and functional factors that inform the design processes. 

STEAM (Robotics & Flight) 
This elective will run for one semester at 8 periods per two-week cycle and will 
count for two elective choices. 

In Year 9 STEAM we continue learning using the TMI model that was introduced at 
Year 7. Students are assessed on their completion of two major projects, one for each of 
the two units; Robotics and Flight. In the Robotics unit, students will learn how to use 
Arduino hardware and programming to build their robotics projects. They will have 
opportunities to build, play and tinker with a wide selection of robotics equipment. In 
the Flight unit, the focus is on NASA and the technology that has allowed humans to 
explore space. 

Humanities - Electives 
The following electives run for one semester at 4 periods per two-week cycle. 

Financial Literacy 
If you ever wondered about money, why earn it, how to make more of it, why do I have 
to pay tax and what is superannuation? Or you have you heard about Afterpay, credit 
cards, good debt and bad debt and wondered how these things all work to make you 
“street smart” when it comes to your finances. This subject aims to introduce the ideas of 
the financial world to students and to engage in thinking that will prepare them to consider 
their financial futures. The focus is connected to real-life financial decision making that will 
develop tangible skills that can be taken into adulthood. 



Science/Humanities - Electives 
Bilingual Sustainability Studies 
Students wishing to continue learning bilingually are given the opportunity in Year 9 
through Sustainability Studies. This is a practical based subject where students develop 
their German language skills, as well as their knowledge and understanding of Biology, 
Economics and Sustainability. Students will take part in gardening, and learn about 
sustainable practices and projects. 
They communicate and document their projects, including marketing for a range of 
audiences in the target language of German. As a cross-curriculum subject, students 
consider the economic, environmental and social impacts of environmental change and 
how the choice and use of technologies may contribute to a sustainable future. Students 
also take into account the ethical and functional factors that inform the processes. 

Year 10 Electives 

Students have the opportunity to elect a Year 10 elective to study. These 
electives will run for one semester at 8 periods per two-week cycle and will count 
for two elective choices. 

Business Management - Humanities 
Entering the workforce is something you will all do in the future. But how can you make 
sure you’re best prepared to face the business world? This subject will look at how people 
interact with the business world and discuss many things we see in the media about 
business. You will trade shares, discuss marketing campaigns and learn about economic 
concepts such as inflation, interest rates and relative scarcity. You will also learn how to 
budget, so you can use these skills in real life when you’re going to buy your first car or 
anything else you might be saving up for. Topics explored will draw on relevant case 
studies of current businesses to give you a thorough understanding of the issues 
confronting businesses operating in today’s ever-changing environment. 

Literature - English 
This area of English is suited to students who enjoy and appreciate classic literature. 
Through the set texts, students will develop higher level critical and analytical thinking and 
interpretation skills. This unit will look at the structure of the texts, delve critically into the 
views and values presented through the texts and analysing how interpretations of these 

have shifted over time. Students will develop their own interpretations of the texts using 

literary perspectives to inform their response. Excellence and Enrichment (EEP students 
are encouraged to choose this subject. 



Biology - Science 
Come and investigate the world of Biology. Students will study how our genes hold the 
information to build and maintain our cells and pass genetic traits from one generation to 
the next. Genetic disorders, DNA technology, and the future of genetic manipulation will 
be included. Different components of plant and animal cells will also be explored. Students 
will learn more about animals and how they interact with others within their environment. 
The process of survival of the fittest and natural selection will be investigated. Students will 
also study the theory of plate tectonics and how it explains global patterns of geological 
activity and continental movement. This study provides the building blocks for VCE Biology. 

Psychology - Science 
Come and investigate the fascinating way that humans think, feel and do. This course will 
introduce you to Psychology how this study of the human mind originated and what sorts 
of applications it is used for today. Throughout the semester you will gain a greater 
understanding of the positive aspects of Psychology how it is used to improve the human 
condition in a time when mental disorders are prevalent. Conversely, the class will 
investigate Forensic Psychology gaining an insight into the mindset and motivation of a 
variety of criminals. The students will also have an opportunity to design and carry out 
their own investigations to develop key science skills important for VCE Psychology. 

Health and Wellbeing - PE 
Year 10 Health and Wellbeing takes a broad and multidimensional approach to health and 
wellbeing. Students will focus on health across the lifespan including the physical, social, 
emotional, mental and spiritual aspects of a person. Year 10 Health and Wellbeing will 
focus on how healthy eating can positively impact on one’s health, whilst participating in a 
range of practical experiences that complement the theory work completed. Students will 
explore the World Health Organisation and take a closer look into health on a nation and 
global scale. This subject is 90% theory and 10% practical. The theory components 
provide students with key skills and knowledge in preparation for VCE Health and 
Human Development at Years 11&12, VCE  Physical Education at Years 11&12 and VET 
Allied Health
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Year 9 Course Planning Sheet 
Use to assist in planning the subjects that will make up your 
course

Choose your course:
 Standard Year 9 Course
 Year 9 Bilingual German Course

Periods 
Per Cycle 

Semester 
Unit 

Semester 
Unit 

7 
Please tick one 

 Mathematics 

 Advanced Mathematics 

Please tick one 

 Mathematics 

 Advanced Mathematics 

7 
English English 

5 Humanities Humanities 

5 Science Science 

5 Physical Education Physical Education 

2 Flourish / SWEL Flourish / SWEL 

7 
1st preference 9Life Elective 2nd preference 9Life Elective 

4 

1st preference Elective 2nd preference Elective 

4 3rd preference Elective 4th  preference Elective 

4 5th  preference Elective 6th  preference Elective 

Elective Reserves 

9LiFE



1. 2. 

Electives 

1. 2. 



  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectful Relationships 

Excellence in all we do 

Supportive Community 

Perseverance 

Enthusiasm for Learning 

Co-operation 

Trust 
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Heathmont VIC 3135 

P (03) 9871 4888 
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Department of Education and Training, Victoria - Cricos Provider Code 00861K 

mailto:heathmont.co@eeducation.vic.gov.au
http://www.heathmont.vic.edu.au/

	Blank Page



